THE NEW RUSSIAN: PRODUCTIVITY
collective ingenuity of man. That is what science is
for. It teaches that there is no necessary losing on the
swings what you gain on the roundabouts. That is to
say, Soviet education eradicates utterly the pathetic
attitude, witihi regard to misfortunes, of "God did it."
The religious mind tends to view evil as "given/* It
leans to the view that any attempt to meddle with evil
at one point must simply cause it to reappear at
another. This oriental heritage from the Garden of
Eden and the Fall of Man has been utterly stamped out
among the young people of Russia. The child believes,
quite simply, that every evil can be attributed to
ultimately discoverable causes, that it may actually be
crushed, like,a serpent, beneath the heel of man.
There are many serpents and many heels, but the
growth of science ensures to man ever stronger boots,
Soviet economy may, indeed, be described as a
living grip upon the weapons of science in the eternal
battle with nature. Communism is the "religion" of
conquest, ever gaining in battle against every kind of
evil in the world.
So much for the ideological background for the
changing of human nature in Russia. It is a background
of freedom, in a new sense, a sense not confined to
impressive documents concerning sttfficage and abstract
rights, but a recognition of the material, as well as the